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The Evening
Before All Saint’s

Day
By Pastor David H Hatch

All Saints' Day is observed by Christians in many countries
around the world. In countries such as Spain, Portugal and
Mexico, offerings are made on this day. In countries such as
Belgium, Hungary and Italy people bring flowers to the graves
of dead relatives. In other parts of Europe, such as Austria,
Croatia, Poland, and Romania, it is customary to light candles
on top of the graves of deceased relatives. It is also observed in
parts of Asia, such as the Philippines, where people visit graves
of deceased relatives and clean or repair them. They also lay
flowers on the graves and light candles.

In France church services in memory of all the saints are held
on November 1 but by the evening the focus turns towards the
dead. Cemeteries everywhere are crowded with people who
come to clean and decorate family graves. All Saints' Day is
closely tied with All Souls' Day, held on November 2, which is
dedicated to prayers of the dead who are not yet glorified.
According to some sources, the idea for All Saints' Day goes
back to the fourth century when the Greek Christians kept a
festival on the first Sunday after Pentecost (in late May or early
June) in honor of all martyrs and saints. Other sources say that a
commemoration of “All Martyrs” began to be celebrated as early
as 270 CE but no specific month or date is recorded. Pope
Gregory IV made All Saints' Day an authorized holiday in 835 CE.
(1.)

Death has been conquered, crushed and defeated! 
Christ is our victor! He is risen!

+       +      +



As We Move Into a Pastoral Vacancy
 

While we grieve the loss of Pastor Ros and pray for His work in the Army to be a blessing, we now enter into a
pastoral vacancy. 

We have operated with one pastor before. When Pastor Art retired, we went 6 years in search of a second pastor.
When Pastor Hovland took a Call, we were vacant for 2-3 years. This is not a crisis, but an opportunity to stretch
ourselves and grow.

There is a fairly dramatic downward trend in available pastoral candidates right now, and worse, in the years to
come. We need to be in prayer for our future leadership. Please see the statistics shared with us recently.

+    +    +

From the 2019 Missouri Synod Convention “Resolution 6-01” (Making this information two years old)
 

WHEREAS, Enrollment statistics from 2004 to 2018 demonstrate a decrease in students enrolled in our
Concordia University church worker programs:

• Pre-seminary (-59%)
• Lutheran Teacher (-61%)
• Director of Christian Education (-56%)
• Director of Christian Outreach (-71%)
• Deaconess (-43%) (numbers do not include seminary deaconess program enrollment)
• Lay Ministry (-95%)
• Director of Parish Music (-47%)
• Director of Family Life (-65%) and

WHEREAS, Enrollment statistics from 2004 to 2018 demonstrate a decrease in men enrolled in our two
seminaries:

• Master of Divinity (MDiv) Concordia Seminary (CSL) (-61%); Concordia Theological Seminary
(CTSFW) (-44%)
• Combined MDiv loss (-55%)
• CSL total loss including Alternate Route (AR) and non-residential enrollments (-34%)
• CTSFW total loss including AR and non-residential enrollments (-44%)
• Combined total loss including AR and nonresidential enrollments (-38%) and



364 congregations are calling a sole pastor
53 are calling a senior pastor
54 are calling an assoc. pastor
Those vacant congregations that are not even calling at this time is 471
These numbers could increase if we don’t enroll more men in the seminary and if the baby-boomer pastors
keep retiring out.

WHEREAS, Fifty percent of all active ordained pastors are over 55 years old; and with current enrollment
trends into the seminary and active pastor retirement trends, the active pastor population in the LCMS
could decrease from 6,000 to 3,000 active pastors in the next 15 years; and

WHEREAS, The current enrollments will not support graduating classes sufficient to meet the needs of
the church in terms of filling upcoming vacancies for ordained and commissioned ministers of religion;

-------

Current Synodical vacancy report:

+       +      +

(Reprinted with permission from the author - Pastor Jon Enter, Salem Lutheran Church in Stillwater, Minnesota)

Do you know why this world’s such a dangerous place? It’s because of who lives here with us. “And there was war in
heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.” (Revelation
12:7) This is the archangel, Michael. The dragon (remember this is the figurative language part of Revelation) is a
picture of the devil. When the devil and his evil angels rebelled against the Lord God, they fought against the
archangel Michael and all the good angels with him. It was the battle above, the battle that took place in heaven.

The devil thought he could overtake the Lord and His holy angels “but he was
not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.” (Revelation 12:8) The
devil was not strong enough to overcome the archangel Michael and the
perfect angels with him who were truth and purity. So the devil and the other
fallen angels were cast from heaven never to return again. But where did they
go? Where did God send them?

“The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his
angels with him.” (Revelation 12:9) Woah, wait? God sent them where? God
sent them here? Here among us to rule and ruin this world, our world? This
text reveals the world is the devil’s playground and, in many ways, we end up
being his play things, his toys to use and abuse and mistreat. At least that’s
how it feels sometimes to live in this broken world.

And it’s not just the devil who’s with us. “And his angels with him.” How many angels is that? We don’t know an
exact number, but we have an idea of the percentage. In verse four of this same chapter, we hear that the devil,
pictured here as a dragon, did this. “Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.”
(Revelation 12:4) The only things swept out of heaven with the devil were the fallen angels who rebelled against God
with him. So approximately one third of all the created angels are now exceedingly powerful evil angels. That’s
rather terrifying!



We see their handiwork of horror in this world as they, with the devil, lead people astray and away from the Lord
into the darkness of evil. For many of us, there was a time when you were away from the Lord. You didn’t
prioritize Him in worship or prayer. You knew what the Bible said on how you were to live but you lived a
different way, your way instead. The influence of the evil one, the devil, was upon you.

It still is. We all are tempted to be led away from the Lord’s love and mercy. That’s the devil’s goal and plan upon
this earth to gather as many souls with him in the misery of hell as he can. He swept his tail and a third of the
angels fell with him. Every day he sweeps his tail to knock more people off the pathway of righteousness as he
tempts us to sin.

Again and again and again temptation comes attacking you, enticing you to break God’s heart by breaking His law.
But you want to focus on God’s Word and will for your life just like how I wanted to write a sermon! But when
distractions and temptations are on you, it’s so hard to focus. What temptation comes your way constantly dive-
bombing your heart and pulling you astray? No matter what it is...pride, lust, greed, addiction or even the doubt
that God’s love could be merciful enough to save a sinner like you...no matter what the temptation is upon you,
it’s not going to stop. Ever. Never. It will not stop. Why? Because the devil lives among us because God cast him
here. Why? Why would God do that to us? It seems unfair, as if He is setting us up to sin.

Just as we need to read the Book of Revelation remembering two truths, there are also two amazing truths to
know and remember which reveal WHY God banished the devil from heaven down to earth. When you know these
truths, you know Christ’s powerful love and mercy for you!

1) Jesus won and BANISHED the devil from heaven’s throne. First of all, Jesus won! Always remember, Jesus won!
He always does. Even when you feel defeated, Jesus won! When temptation has overcome you and you feel weak
and worn out, Jesus won! Jesus defeated the devil in heaven above and Jesus defeated the devil on the earth below.
JESUS WON! And you are on Christ’s winning team. Remember Jesus won and banished the devil from heaven’s
throne. Do you realize how significant this is to your soul especially as you sin? Because Jesus won, He can give
the gift of forgiveness.

When the devil was cast from heaven, he no longer stood in God’s throne room able to accuse you and lie about
you. “The accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled
down.” (Revelation 12:10) The devil never stops accusing you before God, day and night he cries out against you
trying to get you banished to hell with him. But the devil’s no longer in heaven! He’s no longer in the courtroom!
Whenever there is a controversial trial going on in the US, there are protestors outside the courtroom yelling and
screaming for that person to be convicted and even killed. But they’re outside the courtroom. They can yell and
scream all they want but they have no say.

Because Jesus won and defeated the devil, because the devil was banished from heaven and from God’s holy
throne room, he can yell and scream and accuse you all he wants but he has no say in your trial. Jesus alone
stands beside you to defend or banish. If you have faith in Him, which you do, and if you trust that His perfect
death on the cross paid for every single one of your sins making you washed clean and holy before the Lord,
which you do, then Jesus defends you and God declares you “Not guilty”! And the devil can do nothing about it
because he was banished from heaven.

But for those who reject Jesus, which you don’t, and those who live a life of sin without care of what God thinks,
which you don’t, those unbelieving people Jesus will not defend before the Father but He will banish like the devil
was because they rejected Jesus’ forgiveness and the gift of salvation. The devil has no say in the judgment; he was
banished to earth.

Why to earth? Why would God do that? Isn’t He setting us up for failure, sending the devil among us? Take
comfort, find peace in this final truth.



2) Jesus won and BOUND the devil on earth. Jesus won! He
always does! And because He won, He bound the devil. “He
seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or
Satan, and bound him...” (Revelation 20:2). The book of Jude
verse six tells us it wasn’t just the devil who was bound.
“And the angels who did not keep their positions of
authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these He
has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains...”
Jesus won which means the devil is bound up! Yes, he is
here among us but Jesus battle above and the battle below,
the battle for your heart. Take heart, have joy... Jesus wins!
He always does! Amen. (2.)

What Is The Goal of the Devil?

To distract us
To break us
To defeat us
To get us back 
To hold us captive
To retake the lost territory of our hearts

He strives to cause chaos
He works hard to inspire terror
He likes to bring on destruction
It is one of his goals to destroy all that is innocent and
decent

What is a coup? What is mutiny? The same as the war
in Heaven!
His motive is revenge
If he cannot win, we can’t win either
If he can’t get God’s throne, he will attempt to hurt
those whom God loves

Since he is a loser, he will attempt to make us lose too

God brings peace - He brings war
God brings order - He brings chaos
God brings contentment - He suggests we are
discontent and need more
God brings clarity - He brings turbidity
God seeks praise - He seeks complaint
God sets up Holy Boundaries - He tempts us to cross
over them

What Is The Goal of the Devil?

Just like the anarchists on the street

What is the Devil’s motive?

The Devil believes in “Lose / Lose”

His wiles and tricks are easy to spot - He works the
opposite of God

God brings us back to Life - The Devil tries to keep us
captive in sin and death

What Is The Goal of Christ?

Attract and embrace us
To heal us
To share His victory with us
To protect us and save us 
Hold us in His hand
To bless our hearts, His home within us

Christ wants to calm us
Inspire courage
Brings on resurrection and life
Embrace all that is innocent and decent

To be our King
To bring us into His Heaven
His motive is love
Christ believes in “Win / Win”
He desires us to share in His victory

What Is The Goal of the Christ?

Just like the peacekeepers on the street

What is Christ’s motive?



+        +        +

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

Romans 8:31-32

(1.) https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/all-saints-day
(2.) https://www.salemlutheran.org/sermons/2020/04/19/undefeated-battle-above

YOU ARE INVITED
 On Monday, November 8th at 1pm, there will be a Bible Study,  "When I Am
Weak, He Is Strong." which was published in the LWML Quarterly and written
by Stephenie Hovland. Please join us in the parlor to get in the Word. Stephenie
so enjoyed leading Bible Studies and we felt this would be a great way to honor
her. If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Groth (920-680-5503) or
Debbi Young (920-737-2651).

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/all-saints-day
https://www.salemlutheran.org/sermons/2020/04/19/undefeated-battle-above


75 Years of Outdoor Ministry!

In the mid-2000s a committee of Camp Luther leaders and supporters were assembled
to consider the mission of Camp Luther. A mission statement is an action-oriented
statement declaring the purpose an organization serves. 

The committee discussed summer camps, year-round retreats, family camp, volunteer
opportunities, and every way in which Camp Luther ministers to people who visit the
camp. They considered the transforming impact of the ministry on children, high 

Offer prayers and thanksgiving to God for the ministry of Camp Luther.
Encourage your church members to get involved at camp in different programs provided.
Encourage your church family to support the ministry at Camp Luther through special thank offerings for Every
Kid to Camp and the completion of the Community Center.

school youth, summer staff, families, and volunteers. And they wrestled with the question, “Why do we have a
camp?”

Through several days of meetings that included prayer and study of God’s Word, the committee came forward with
the following mission statement “Building up the Body of Christ for service and witness to the world.” That
statement was later altered to the mission we know today “Building up all people in Christ for service and witness
to the world.”

That newly adopted mission statement echoed back to another time in the history of the camp. In 1968, 22 years
after the founding of the camp, Mr. Walter Roehl, of Wausau, WI, a member of the original Camp Committee wrote
an article for the North Wisconsin District Lutheran Witness to encourage involvement and remind everyone of the
purpose of Camp. He wrote:

“Camp Luther provides a creative Christian educational experience in cooperative living in the outdoors. It uses the
resources of the natural surroundings to contribute significantly to mental, physical, social, and spiritual growth. It
provides opportunities for boys and girls to observe young adults - counselors, whom they learn to admire and
imitate, speak and live as children of God. It provides opportunities for boys and girls to encourage one another
and build up one another in the faith through words and actions.”

Through God’s faithfulness, the mission of Camp Luther has continued for 75 years! Thousands of children,
summer staff, families, retreat participants, and volunteers have been encouraged and built up in their faith
through their experiences at Camp Luther. 

In February of this year, the North Wisconsin District Board of Directors passed a resolution in honor of Camp
Luther’s 75th year of outdoor ministry in which they asked congregations to:

Thank you for celebrating 75 years of Camp Luther! Thank you for your prayers, your involvement, and your gifts in
support of this ministry! This is your camp! 

In Awe of God’s Faithfulness

Gary “Woody” Vought
Executive Director

A short history of the camp was published this year in honor of Camp Luther’s 75th Anniversary. They are available
through the camp office by calling 715-546-3647 or email info@campluther.com.

mailto:info@campluther.com


Board of Fellowship News
 

The Super Sale was held on August 13 – 15th. It was a great success and there were over 1200 servant hours logged in the set-up,
sale and clean up. The profit of the sale was $8,459.79. A huge thank you to all the many servants who worked so hard to make
our sale another success. 

The sale will go on! So far two people have come forward to take leadership of the sale for next year. A huge thank you to Kathy
West and Laurie Thyes for stepping up to make sure the sale continues. Watch for announcements from them as time goes on
and you may begin to start saving any items that you would like to donate for the 2022 sale.

A Serv-Safe class was held at Our Saviour Lutheran Church on August 30, and we now have 8 people who are Serv-Safe
certified. Congratulations to Fay Boershinger, Lynn Wians, Mary Luberda, Bill Kaminski, Dave Hatch, Pam Gossen, Bill
Heffernan and Cindy Heffernan. These servants will be taking leadership roles in the kitchen in the future. These classes are in
preparation for licensing our kitchen next summer.

Our first fish fry of the season was held on September 10th. A huge thank you to those that planned, cooked, served and
attended this meal. The food was delicious, and the fellowship was like a huge hug that we have all been waiting to share with
each other. There were so many comments about the great food and how good it was to once again be able to attend this event.
If you weren’t there, plan to attend our next one on Friday, October 8. If you would like to be involved with preparing, cooking,
serving or clean up at this meal, we would be happy to have you call the church office and one of our leaders would be happy to
get back to you to decide where your talents would best be used. We welcomed many new servants in September, and we would
welcome you as well in October!

At this writing, the send-off potluck for Pastor Ros is in the planning stages. We will truly miss him in our midst, but are happy
we will be seeing Jess, Della and Amelia for at least another year. We wish you God’s speed, Pastor Ros, and even though we will
miss you, we are happy you are leading soldiers that are protecting us and serving those soldiers in their spiritual lives. Our
Lord’s richest blessing to you.

In His service,
Jill Proulx, Chairwoman, BOF

 

Workbee Weekend
October 15-17, 2021

Our ministry at camp happens year round. Come join us and serve in a way that makes a difference for everyone
that comes to camp. During a Workbee Weekend you'll enjoy the atmosphere, fellowship, and even the work! Come
volunteer and make a difference around camp!

Successful Golf Classic!
Thank You!

Thank you to all of you who golfed, those who won auction items, and all
sponsors of the 2021 Golf Classic in June! It's because of YOU that 52 kids
will be able to come to Camp Luther for their first time, thank you. Over
$26,000 was raised at this year's Golf Classic.

Save the date! Next summer's Golf Classic will be: June 17, 2022! 







Operation Wisconsin Joy
 

Mike and Laura Baneck recently received a phone call from their daughter SFC Kristin Baneck, currently deployed
by the Army National Guard to Baltimore, telling them OSLC “had to do something” to help the Afghan Refugees at
Fort Mc Coy. Kristin, a lifetime member of OSLC completed a deployment to Afghan in 2011 and felt the need to
help get things going for the Afghan refugees who she had worked with and who helped her keep her safe. A call
was made to Pastor Ros, US Army Major Chaplain here at OSLC and he got the ball rolling!!

                   
A zoom meeting was held with Kristin where thoughts and ideas were shared. Pastor Ros readily made a
connection with Team Rubicon at Fort McCoy! Pastor Ros then pulled together a team of members of OSLC and
work began to collect donations to fill a truck with needed supplies for the refugees and was able to secure a
donated truck for transport to Fort McCoy.  

 
A facebook posting was done, phone calls were placed to 47 area churches plus area LCMS churches were
contacted by email, area businesses were called, local veteran’s groups were contacted, and the word was spread
to family and friends. A schedule of volunteers was created to man the collection area, and the area was set up for
the sorting of donations. 

 
By noon on Wednesday the donations were coming in and sorting was in progress. Calls were received from
several area churches for pick ups that were done by Mike Baneck, Harvey Boeder, and Jeff Luepke. Trips were
made to pick up donated store gift cards and shopping was done with those gift cards. Amazon ordering and
delivering was ongoing! Visits were made by Catholic Charities and the Mayor’s office.

 
As a box filled with a specific supply, it was taped shut and the items were identified to ease the work of those on
the receiving end of the operation. Truckloads of donations were met with excitement and readily got sorted into
the appropriate boxes.

 
Sunday was very busy from about 11:00 until 3:45!!Individual donations came in, drop offs were made by Prince of
Peace in Sturgeon Bay, St. John’s in Rankin, Bethel Baptist, Faith Chapel, Hope Lutheran, First Presbyterian and
Bay Evangelical Covenant. Pick ups were done at Redeemer, Pilgrim, Faith, and Chamber Hills Bar & Grill. Lots
and lots of sorting was done, many boxes were filled, and MANY people helped!! 

Shortly after 2:00 pm, the truck arrived and all who came to load that truck got to work and got it done in short
order!!  On Monday morning Pastor Ros and Mike Baneck took the truck to Fort Mc Coy for the delivery of many
pounds of hygiene products, diapers, bottled water, clothing, and food for the Refugees living at Fort McCoy.

 
We would like to thank those that helped with the sorting and truck loading as well as everyone from Our Saviour
and the community at large for providing the items we were able to collect and deliver in such a short time (we
apologize if we missed you; it was a blessing to have so many people working together).

 
Jeff Luepke, Ashley Kollross, Matt Norem, Mike & Laura Baneck, Carmen Leuthner, Robin & Shelley Williams,
Harvey Boeder, Ros and Jessica Schultz, Debbie Young, Jill & Tom Proulx, Walter & Elke Gondeck Sr, Kim & Randy
Ronsman, Karen Breitlow, Joshua Wendt, Rosemary Clark, Rick Voskamp, Roy & Sharon Koeller, Shawn
Schmitting, Adam Gauthier, Don Schultz, Mike & Ari Hinz, Randy & Roxy Dyle, Walter Juhnke, Mike & Jadin
Schmidt, Ginny Summers, Donna Zelazoski

 



Advertisements in the business directory help Our Saviour defray the cost of producing ‘The Voice’ each
month. If you would like to advertise, please contact Michelle in the church office at (920) 468-4065 or

info@oslc-gb.org. Please support the sponsors who support us.
 

“Our Saviour’s Voice” is published monthly by Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Green Bay, Wisconsin.
Editor, Jenni Harris. Please feel free to contact the church office with constructive suggestions and/or

comments at info@oslc-gb.org. Thanks to those who have already commented! We are always seeking
more congregational input and submissions.
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